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STREET FURNITURE

When the Boroondara Council looked at the dull, 
service-only laneways in the Melbourne suburb of 
Camberwell, it saw an opportunity to reflect the 
character of a community. What it ended up with 
had even greater potential: a blueprint for laneways 
that could revitalise the wider municipality. 

An initial trial took place in Market Lane, a 
thoroughfare leading from Burke Road to a car 
park, which hosts the Camberwell Fresh Food 
Market from Tuesday to Saturday each week. 

“It started as a thoroughfare where traders and 
the Rotary Club wanted to do something to liven 
it up and make it more useful,” says Boroondara 
Council Senior Landscape Architect Katie Williams. 
“There is a lack of public seating in the area, so we 
engaged Street Furniture Australia.”

ADDING CHARACTER
One limitation was a lack of space. The narrow path 
required a design that could run along the wall 
while still allowing public access. Street Furniture 

already had a product in its catalogue that fitted 
the description: fluid, playful seats that could be 
customised in a linear fashion to be run along the 
wall of the lane. 

Another challenge was the privately owned 
buildings on either side. The council needed 
solutions that would make the area vibrant without, 
say, mounting canopies to the building walls.

Instead, local artist Nicole Tattersall was 
commissioned to create a mural along the theme 
of playfulness to tie into the relationship with 
the Camberwell market. She created a colourful 
storybook mural, telling of two children who go 
fishing near an orchard and dream of apple pie. 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
The Council has also invited the public to offer 
further suggestions for other laneways as part of the 
Camberwell Laneways Discussion Paper, which asked 
the public to consider how the spaces might be used 
differently or what attributes they would like to see.
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CHANGING LANEWAYS
Street furniture breathes new life into Camberwell laneways.
BY CHELSEA WALLIS

The narrow 
path required 
a design that 
could run 
along the wall 
while still 
allowing public 
access.

Architectural benches 
by Street Furniture 
Australia provide  
the finishing touch.To find out, visit our website 

roadsthatperform.com.au
Discover how to make better use of your limited funds by investing in enhanced products that offer improved 
performance and longevity to protect your valuable road assets. Then watch a revealing video test comparing 
the performance of alternative modified bitumen.

At BP Bitumen, we are committed to help you to build better roads. That’s why we have continually invested 
in the development of technologically advanced products to improve the performance and durability of roads 
across Australia.

By understanding the needs of road asset managers and engineers, producing the right products and then 
providing clear information about the best products to meet specific applications, we provide cost-effective 
solutions that result in roads that perform.

e-mail: bpbitumenaustralia@bp.com

Technical Helpline: 1800 24 88 66 (FREECALL)
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A survey was mailed to 4300 residents, tenants 
and absentee property owners within 250m of the 
junction. Information was available at the council 
office and online, and promoted through traditional 
and social media. Then in April, a community 
consultation session was held in the completed 
Market Laneway with atmosphere provided by 
a jazz trio and colourful buntings showcasing 
pedestrian suggestions.

The council collected approximately 450 
responses from its efforts. While some ideas were 
outlandish, such as installing a climbing wall 
or a regular petting zoo, many liked the idea of 
public art and plants in laneways. Some suggested 
amenities such as seating, lighting and weather 
protection could be improved, and others supported 
active community events, youth activities and 
opportunities for local businesses.

TESTING GROUND
The Market Lane pilot project helped the 
Boroondara Council understand some of the issues 
associated with laneway improvements, according 
to Williams. With positive community feedback and 
excitement around subsequent laneway ideas, the 
council is now looking at a strategy considering 
laneways across the municipality.

“We’ve only just started looking at the other 
major centres, so we haven’t calculated the number 
of existing lanes – but surprisingly, Camberwell 
itself had more than 50,” she says. “We’re not going 
to be able to do something in all those lanes, but 
we’ll look at prioritising them and focusing on key 
locations for future improvements.” •••

STREET FURNITURE

DO IT ON OUR 
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Visit goo.gl/q1fFGU to 
discuss this article.
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