
Q	Beryl was up for an adventure when she decided to tutor students 
in the rural town of Willeroo in the Northern Territory. Her incredible 
road trip took her across 7500 kilometres of beautiful country.
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M E E T  T H E . . .roadtripper
After her husband passed away,  
Beryl Galloway of the Newborough, 
Victoria Probus Club began donating 
her time to the not-for-profit 
organisation Volunteers for Isolated 
Students’ Education (VISE), travelling 
to rural Australia to tutor students. 

For her 2012 posting, Beryl was up 
for an adventure and she decided to 
go on a roadtrip with her friend Joan. 
The pair planned to drive from their 
hometown in La Trobe Valley in Victoria 
to Beryl's Willeroo posting in the 
Northern Territory.

With a few detours along the way, the 
return trip would take then 72-year-
old Beryl across 7500 kilometres of 
breathtaking Australian scenery. 

“We left our hometown planning 
to make Red Cliffs our first stop, 
680 kilometres away,” Beryl says. 
“I drove the first leg, only to take 
a wrong turn out of the Domain 
Tunnel in Melbourne and ended up in 
Docklands. However, we set the GPS, 
which we were using for the first time, 
and we were soon back on track.”

Along the way, Beryl and Joan 
enjoyed the historic town of Woomera 
and the road between William Creek 
and Oodnadatta, describing it as 
“everything pink”. 

“What a great trip it was – every 
kilometre of it,” Beryl recalls. “The 
Gibber Plains, the red sand hills, the 
remnants of the 120 million-year-
old inland sea, the dingo fence and 
the tracks of the Old Ghan Railway 
provided us with an insight into the 
vastness of our ancient country.”

Besides several trips to Katherine, 
Beryl had some great trips to the 
Victoria River and its surrounds from 
the station in Willeroo. 

At the end of her placement, Beryl 
drove to Darwin from Katherine where 
she caught the Ghan to Adelaide. She 
then drove the last leg home through 
Casterton and Hamilton.

“Home at last. The only thing that 
went wrong was that I locked my keys 
in the boot while in Hamilton.”

Although a hip surgery has made it 
unlikely that Beryl will repeat her trip, 
she still plans events for her Probus 
club as activities officer.
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