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One of the most 
significant 

monuments in 
Portugal from the 
18th century, the 

iconic Mafra National 
Palace is a lesson in 

the country’s history.

BY CHELSEA WALLIS

Grace and 
grandeur

ortugal remains a well-kept secret of Europe,  
its royal heritage well-preserved in a baroque 
feast of art patronage from architecture to gold-

gilded books. The Mafra National Palace, located in the  
town of Mafra, 28 kilometres from Lisbon, is rich  
with history and an architectural feat to be admired.

A step back in time
Hailed as one of the most important Baroque 
monuments in Portugal, the palace was commissioned 
by King João V (1689-1750) and built in the first half of 
the 18th century. It remains a testament to Portuguese 
globalisation, made possible by gold from Brazil and 
other European commissions, and a further symbol of 
the royal authority through his patronage of the arts. 

Sources say the palace was built in fulfilment of a 
vow, though it’s unclear whether it was in conceiving 
an heir with his wife Maria Anna of Austria, or for 
being cured of a serious disease. 

The building covers almost four hectares, comprising 
the royal palace, basilica and convent. Although it was 
never inhabited as a permanent residence, Mafra was 
the favoured hunting ground of João V, an 819-hectare 
park with roaming herds of deer and boar enclosed by 
a 21-kilometre wall. Hunting and general sightseeing 
tours are still available in the park today. »
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All tours depart Sydney for Individuals & Groups. Group departures are avail. from all other areas. Tour Prices are valid until 1st Dec 2014  
subject to increases in fuel costs.

All tours depart Sydney for individuals & groups. Group departures & prices available from other areas. Prices are valid at the time of publication & are subject to changes in fuel costs & accommodation venues

WANGARATTA, Beechworth & Bright BELLINGEN & the Coffs Coast
Spring blossoms and rich autumn leaf displays, 
vineyards, local gourmet foods & heritage towns. 
Explore Beechworth, Bright and Milawa, and stay 
at the luxurious award winning 4½ star Quality 
Hotel Wangaratta Gateway with its exquisite 
Atrium Restaurant, heated pool, spa & sauna.

The Bellinger Valley has a rich diversity of stunning 
scenery. Visit Dorrigo & the Rainforest Skywalk, Grafton, 
South West Rocks & Coffs Harbour. The peaceful 
Bellingen Valley Lodge & charming Restaurant is set on 7 
hectares with views of the valley & the nearby mountains. 
A tranquil location & an idyllic country escape.

6 days departing Sydney $925 ppts, single/s $300 6 days departing Sydney $898 ppts, single/s $200

WINGHAM & the Manning Valley BATEMANS BAY & the Eurobodalla South Coast
Stay in historic Wingham at the picturesque, 
award winning Golf Club Motor Inn overlooking 
the greens. Explore Wingham & visit Forster, 
Gloucester, Harrington  and Port Macquarie. Cruise 
on Wallis Lake, visit a working country property & 
Lorne Valley Macadamia’s.The Manning Valley is 
an undiscovered region of NSW with something 
special for everyone to enjoy.

Pristine beaches, rugged headlands & beautiful 
mountain hinterland. This is the Eurobodalla Unspoilt 
South Coast NSW. Cruise on the Clyde River, visit 
the unique Mogo Zoo, Historic Central Tilba, Moruya 
& Narooma. Stay in style at the luxurious Comfort Inn 
Lincoln Downs, Batemans Bay with superb facilities 
perched on the edge of a picturesque private lake. 
The ideal location for your South Coast Holiday.

6 days departing Sydney $925 ppts, single/s $200 6 days departing Sydney $945 ppts, single/s $250

PARKES & the Golden West THE GOLD COAST
Explore the Golden West. Stay in Parkes and 
visit the new Elvis Museum and the “Dish”. 
See Dubbo Zoo, visit Forbes and the gardens 
in Cowra. Comfortable country style all ground 
floor accommodation in Parkes.

Experience the Gold Coast. Stay in comfort & 
style at the Quality Hotel Mermaid Waters, just 
south of Surfers Paradise. Be entertained at the 
amazing Outback Spectacular live show, enjoy 
a canal cruise & explore Mt Tamborine & the 
coast. Visit Ballina & Byron Bay on your journey 
with overnights provided in the Coffs area. 

6 days departing Sydney $945 ppts, single/s $275 6 days departing Sydney $1045 ppts, single/s $300

MUDGEE, Gulgong & Hill End ORANGE & the Central Tablelands
Indulge your senses and enjoy local wine, honey and 
cheese and visit country  museums, the incredible 
Gooree Park Horse Stud & the historic country 
villages of Gulgong & Hill End. Stay in style & luxury at 
Parklands Resort providing superb accommodation, 
delicious meals & friendly country hospitality.

Orange and its fertile surrounds produce some 
of the best regional food & wine in Australia. 
The city is rich in local history with elegant 
streetscapes & beautiful parks & gardens. 
Explore Orange & visit Manildra, Molong, 
Millthorpe, Bathurst & Canowindra.

6 days departing Sydney $965 ppts, single/s $275 6 days departing Sydney $965 ppts, single/s $275

GRIFFITH & the Riverina  MERIMBULA & the Sapphire Coast
Explore Leeton, Griffith and Narrandera. Sample 
the produce and enjoy an incredible diversity  
of scenery, historic landmarks, vineyards, 
orchards and rice farms. See how the introduction 
of water and irrigation transformed these once 
dry western plains into an agricultural oasis. Stay 
right in town at EconoLodge Griffith Motor Inn.

Merimbula is the perfect location for you to 
explore the stunning far South Coast of NSW. 
Cruise on Two Fold Bay at Eden, visit the lush 
Bega Valley & the Sapphire Coastline from 
Tathra down to Mallacoota. Stay in the centre 
of Town at the Comfort Inn Merimbula.

6 days departing Sydney $925 ppts, single/s $225 6 days departing Sydney $925 ppts, single/s $225

ECHUCA & MOAMA BENDIGO Ballarat & the Goldfields
Enjoy Australia’s famous paddle steamer capital. 
Explore the historic port & enjoy a morning 
cruise on the Murray. Explore the nearby towns 
including Elmore, Rochester & Tongala.Quality 
Accommodation at the Port of Echuca Motel in the 
centre of the historic Echuca. Overnights each 
way provided in Albury at Quality Hotel on Olive.

In the 1850’s when people flocked to Bendigo in search 
of gold they left a stunning heritage of art & culture, grand 
architecture, beautiful gardens & intriguing stories for you 
to discover. Explore Bendigo, Ballarat, the Goldfields 
Villages & the historic Port of Echuca on the Murray. Stay 
at the very comfortable Quality Inn Colonial Bendigo & 
overnight each way at the Quality Resort Siesta, Albury.

7 days departing Sydney $1175 ppts, single/s $360 7 days departing Sydney $1155 ppts, single/s $280

MONTVILLE & the Sunshine Coast MELBOURNE, Yarra Valley, Dandenongs & Phillip Is.

Perched on the edge of the Blackall Ranges, 
Montville is a charming mountain village.  
Visit Eumundi Markets, Australia Zoo, Noosa 
Heads and the hinterland as you enjoy the  
comfort of the Montville Mountain Inn & delicious  
meals at the adjoining Montville Bar & Grill.

Explore cosmopolitan Melbourne, see the incredible 
view from the top of Eureka Tower and visit historic 
homes & gardens. Visit the Dandenong Ranges and the 
Yarra Valley & see Phillip Islands’ unforgettable Penguin 
Parade. Stay in style at Best Western Travel Inn, Carlton. 
Overnight each way at the Quality Hotel on Olive, Albury.

7 days departing Sydney $1155 ppts, single/s $300 7 days departing Sydney $1175 ppts, single/s $300

GREAT OCEAN ROAD MILDURA & the Murray Outback
Travel the Great Ocean Road. Witness the rugged splendour 
ofthe remaining 12 Apostles, famous Loch Ard Gorge & London 
Bridge. Stay in Geelong, overlooking the foreshore at the Quality 
Hotel Bayside. Explore Geelong, the Bellarine Penisula & catch 
the Ferry from Queenscliff across the bay to the Mornington  
Peninsula. Overnights provided in Albury at Quality Resort Siesta.

Experience Mildura’s unmistakable cosmopolitan 
flavour. Visit historic Wentworth & fascinating Mungo 
National Park. Enjoy a lunch cruise on the mighty 
Murray, sample the local produce and wines. Stay 
in style at the Quality Resort Inlander in Mildura & 
overnights provided each way in Griffith & Albury.

7 days departing Sydney $1195 ppts, single/s $360 7 days departing Sydney $1175 ppts, single/s $270

COACH HOLIDAYS 
Phone Rod & Colleen Richards 1300 134 423 E: coachholidays@yahoo.com.au    www.coachholidaysandtours.com.au 
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$925twin share $898ppts

$925ppts $945ppts

 

$945ppts $1045ppts
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Handy info

Each year, the Mafra National 
Palace attracts 240,000 visitors. 
thinking of checking it out? Here 
are some helpful tips to help you on 
your trip.

CoST: tickets are  €6 
per adult, €3 for visitors 
over 65 with ID. 

TiMe To Travel: 
Visiting during the 
European summer is 
recommended. School 
groups often schedule 
tours through the warm 
months, but can be 
avoided by touring the 
main exhibits during 
lunchtime. Note the 
basilica and library are 
closed for lunch. 

TiMe: the average visit 
takes 90 minutes.  

loCaTed: the National 
Palace of Mafra is 40 
kilometres outside 
Lisbon, a 35-minute drive 
or a 40-90 minute bus 
trip (depending on the 
availability of express 
buses). 

ToUrS: tours are 
available in Portuguese 
for €1, but not  in other 
languages. this is the 
biggest drawback, as 
few of the rooms have 
itemised descriptions 
of the contents. Luckily 
many of the staff speak a 
little English, and you can 
ask them for information 
on your favourite 
artwork. However, you 
can buy an English 
guidebook from the 
ticket office for €1.

fiTneSS: It’s 84 
steps up to the main 
exhibits with no other 
accessibility.  

THe HigHligHTS
THe CarillonS 
One of the most spectacular sites at 
Mafra is the convent’s two carillons 
– 98 tuned bells in two towers, 
making it the world’s largest historic 
carillons. the bells are operated by 
both an automatic and manual system, 
either chiming a programed melody 
or operated carillonneur on a baton 
keyboard played by the hands and feet. 

The building was designed symmetrically from the basilica, with two 
towers on either side of the main facade and the convent in the back. 
Construction was led by German goldsmith and military engineer, 
João Frederico Ludovice, who was also trained in architecture in Italy. 
His design was inspired by  Rome, as well as Italian artist Bernini and 
architect Borromini, and German influences. 

The building itself was constructed of local limestone and marble from 
nearby Pêro Pinheiro and Sintra, making up the almost 1200 rooms, 
156 stairways and 29 interior courtyards. The foundation stone was 
laid in 1717, and on 22 October 1730 – the king’s 41st birthday – the 
blessing of the Basilica took place. 

The palace has withstood some of the most important events in 
Portuguese history. The convent was named to the National Treasury in 
1834 when the religious orders in the country became extinct. Part of 
the former convent remains intact for visitors, including the infirmary, 
with curtained alcoves for the gravely ill decorated with painted tiles 
of religious scenes. It was the favourite palace of King João VI, and it 
would house Portugal’s last king, Manuel II, on his final night in the 
kingdom before exile on 5 October 1910. ••

THe library 
Housing around 30,000 volumes, 
the palace library is one of the most 
important European libraries today. 
Notably, it contains a 15th century 
illuminated Book of Hours and a 
collection of incunabula – books 
printed, rather than handwritten, 
before the 16th century. 

THe baSiliCa 
the basilica, dedicated to St Anthony, 
forms the central axis of the building, 
with the north and south carillons on 
either side. It houses six organs as well 
as a painting by Francesco trevisani 
of the Virgin, Jesus and St Anthony, 
along with marble retables in the side 
chapels by Alessandro giusti and his 
disciples. Its 65-metre-high dome was 
the first cupola built in Portugal.
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